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Public  Health  Department, 

East  Elloe  Rural  District  Council, 
n Matt  iniore  Hous e n , 

HOLBEACH, 

Spalding , Lines • 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  19^2 . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on 
the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  19&2. 

Once  again  it  can  be  reported  that  the  Health 
Statistics  for  the  year  have  been  satisfactory.  The  birth  rate 
in  the  District  in  1962  although  below  the  national  average,  was 
the  highest  since  I95I4. • The  death  rate  and  infant  mortality 
rate  continued  to  compare  favourably  with  the  national  average, 
and  there  were  no  deaths  from  infectious  diseases. 

In  November  1962,  there  was  an  outbreak  of 
epidemic  winter  gastro-enterit is , affecting  22Lj_  people.  This  was 
particularly  prevalent  In  Tydd  St.  Mary,  where  several  whole 
families  were  affected.  Germs  from  the  bowel,  like  the  virus  of 
epidemic  winter  gastro-enterit is  are  more  likely  to  spread  through 
a family  in  this  way  where  conservancy  methods  of  sanitation  are 
used,  as  opposed  to  mains  sewerage.  In  this  case,  the  disease  was 
mild,  and  of  little  more  than  nuisance  value,  but  It  is  quite 
possible  that  other  more  serious  bowel  infections  could  spread 
quickly  In  the  same  way.  For  this  reason,  all  your  previous 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  have  been  anxious  to  see  Holbeach,  Long 
Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge  provided  with  mains  sewage  systems. 
Although  doubts  have  been  expressed  as  to  whether  the  community 
could  afford  to  foot  the  bill  for  this,  in  my  opinion  we  cannot 
afford  to  do  without  this  basic  public  health  provision. 

During  the  year,  75  unfit  houses  were  demolished 
or  closed.  This  figure  suggests  that  considerable  progress  was 
made  in  the  slum  clearance  programme,  but  this  was  hardly  the  case. 
26  of  the  houses  dealt  with  were  Council  owned  NIssen  hut  temporary 
dwellings,  and  a further  23  houses  were  demolished  by  the  owners 
after  informal  action.  Few  new  Council  houses  were  built  and  so 
only  a few  families  could  be  re-housed  from  unfit  houses.  In  view 
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of  this,  our  slum  clearance  work  has  been  mainly  concerned,  with 
properties  that  have  become  vacant.  While  this  reduces  the  total 
number  of  unfit  houses,  it  does  not  help  the  many  families  who 
are  living  in  slum  dwellings  in  this  District. 

I sincerely  hope  that  when  more  Council  houses  are 
eventually  built,  a good  proportion  of  them,  in  each  parish  will 
be  allotted  for  slum  rehousing,  so  that  the  worst  unfit  houses 
can  be  demolished. 

Some  of  the  worst  slum  property  in  East  Slloe  is 
occupied  by  ’’problem  families”.  These  people  'who  are  often 
of  low  mentality,  live  in  appalling  squalor,  and  naturally 
gravitate  to  the  poorest  accommodation.  Needless  to  say,  they 
are  such  unsatisfactory  tenants  that  they  could  not  be  considered 
for  re-housing  into  an  ordinary  Council  house.  In  November,  1962 
the  Housing  Committee  gave  approval  in  principle  to  a proposal 
that  old  houses  be  purchased  and  converted  to  provide  accommodation 
for  such  problem  families.  I hope  that  this  can  be  put  into  effect 
without  delay,  as  it  will  be  a most  helpful  step  in  the  re- 
habilitation of  such  families,  who  at  present  have  no  hope  of 
obtaining  decent  housing  accommodation. 

I would  like  to  express  rny  thanks  to  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector, . Mr « Hitchings  for  his  help  and 
co-operation,  and  to  the  other  officers  in  the  Department  for 
their  conscientious  work. 

I am,  Madam,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  fait hfu 1 ly , 

J.  Mather  Morfitt. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


The  district  covers  an  area  of  8)q,  597  acres. 

Resident  population,  1961  Census t 22,052. 

The  estimated  resident  population,  mid-1962s  22,090. 

The  rateable  value  as  at  1st.  April,  £l6!q,310. 

The  sum  represented  by  a one-penny  rate  at  31st.  March,  lj6Zi  £637. 
The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  rate  book  on  31.  3*^2 t 7 >190. 


hou^v. 


o O-  ° 


3.07. 


Estimated  average  number  of  persons  per  inhabited 
Average  number  of  acres  per  persons  3*83» 

Average  number  of  persons  per  square  miles  167 . 

Number  of  acres  per  inhabited  houses  11*77° 

‘The  East  Elloo  Rural  District  was  enlarged  under  the 
County  Review  of  1932  and  now  Includes  the  de-urbanlsed  parishes 
of  Holbcach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge.  It  occupies  about 
one  third  of  the  Holland  Division  of  Lincolnshire.  To  the  North 
Is  the  Wash,  to  the  East  the  Marshland  Rural  District  in  the  County 
of  Norfolk  and  the  Wisbech  Rural  District  in  the  Isle  of  Ely.  The 
Wisbech  Rural  District  also  borders  the  Southern  part  of  the  District 
whilst  to  the  West  Is  the  Spalding  Rural  District  in  the  County  of 
Lincolnshire . 

The  land  is  very  fertile  and  agriculture  and  horticulture  are 
the  principal  industries.  Large  quantities  of  potatoes,  carrots, 
sugar-beet,  beans,  corn,  fruit,  flowers  and  bulbs  are  produced 
each  year.  Increasing  numbers  of  sheep  and  cattle  are  being  raised. 

Ot  her  industries  Include  flour-milling,  canning  of  fruits 
and  vegetables,  making  of  fruit  containers,  agricultural  engineering 
and  there  is  a largo  sawmill  and  joinery  works.  The  growth  of 
chemical  spraying  on  crops  has  led  to  the  establishment  of  several 
contracting  businesses  for  this  work.  Another  developing  Industry 
is  that  of  vegetable  preparation. 
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Births . 


Livebirths . 


Males , Females . Total, 


Legitimate . 
Illegitimate , 


Stillbirths . 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate . 


l8l 

8 


189 


5 


5 


Deaths . 

All  ages  o8~  2.19 

Poathg during  first  year  of  lif0. 

Legitimate.  2 

Illegitimate.  1 

3 

Neonatal  Deaths 

Legitimate.  2 

Illegitimate. 


10 

1 


11 


101  220 


2 


2 


4 

1 


5 


l 


3 


2 


1 


3 


All  the  three  neonatal  deaths 

of  life . 


occurred  in  the  first  week 
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Statistics  relating  to  mothers  and.  Infants. 


Live  Births  - Number 

Rato  por  1,000  population. 

3b1  , 
15.14- 

Illegit inate  Live  Births  por  cent  of  total 
live  births. 

6.2 

St i 1 lb i r t h s - Numb e r . 

11 

Rato  per  1,000  total  live  and 
stillbirths . 

31.3 

Total  live  and  Still  Births. 

352 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year). 

5 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births. 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

lk.  7 

live  births. 

12.5 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births. 

ltf.6 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  Lj.  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births). 

8.8 

Early  Neo -natal  Mortality  Rate  ( deaths  under  1 week 
per  1,000  total  live  births). 

8.8 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 
stillbirths ) . 

39.8 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion). 

Number  of  dearths  . 

0 
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CAUSES  AND  NUMBERS  OF  DEATHS  IN 


EAST  ELLOE  RURAL  DISTRICT  DURING  1962. 


Ma le  * Fern  lo.  Total, 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. 

3.  Syphilitic  disease . 
hr.  Diphtheria. 

5 . Whooping  C ough . 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections. 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis, 
o.  Measles. 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach. 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung/bronchus. 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast. 

13-  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus . 

ljg.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 
15*  Leukaemia  and  Aleukaenia. 
lb.  Diabetes. 

17 . Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system, 
lo.  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

19-  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

20.  Other  heart  disease. 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease. 

22.  Influenza. 

23.  Pneumonia. 

2li  . Bronchitis, 

25-  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

2o.  Ulcer  of  st  omach  and  duodenum. 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea.. 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

29*  Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion. 

31-  Congenital  malformations. 

32.  Other  defined  and  111 -defined  diseases. 

33-  Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

34-  All  other  accidents. 

35.  Suicide. 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 


1 


11 

3 

1 

2 


1 


1 

3 

2 

11 

— * 

4 

15 

12 

1 

21 

4 

6 

2 

2 

1 


2 

10 

l 

3 


11 

8 


2 

2 

1 

1 


119  101  220 


7. 


BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES  AM)  IHFAUT  MORTALITY  RATES  IN  EAST  ELLOE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  19RQ-1952. 


— , 

Year . 

— 

i 

Ho.  of 
Live 
Births  0 

C rude 
Birth 

Rate . 

- - „ rTir- 

w uiww,,w.m'uui  low  fiMfLiU-Vl  -arn 

No  0 of 
Deaths 



C rude 
Death 
Rato  0 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  . 

Average  5 years. 

| 

Birth 
Rate . 

Death 
Rate . 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate . 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

443 

390 

398 

373 

376 

19.3 

17.1 

17.2 

16.2 
16,6 

210 

264 

220 

251 

247 

9.2 

11.5 

9.5 

10.9 

10.9 

24.8  ) 
3S.5  ) 

35.2  ) 

32.2  ) 

34-6  ) 

17.2 

10.4 

33.0 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

371 

360 

318 

330 

313 

16.3 

15.8 

13.7 

l4-3 

13.5 

223 

246 

237 

251 

226 



9.8 

10.8 

10.2 

10.8 

9.8 

4o.4  ) 
30.6  ) 

3.1  ) 

30.3  ) 

28.8  ) 

14-7 

10.3 

26 . 6 

j 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

338 

330 

335 

291 

34l 

14-9 

14.5 

14.8 

13.1 

15.4  j 

253 

240 

234 

247 

220 

11.2 
10.6 
10.3 
11 .2 
10.0 

14.8  ) 
24.2  ) 

20.9  ) 

20.6  ) 

14.7  ) 

Ik.  6 

• 

10.7 

19.0 

In  order  to  allow  valid  comparisons  to  bo  made  between 
birth  and  death  rates  of  different  populations,  the  "crude"  rates 
are  corrected,  using  comparability  factors  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  that  take  into  account  the  differences  in  are  structure  of 


Live  birth  rate 
(corrected ) 

Death  rate 
(corrected ) 

Infant 

Mortality 

rate* 

East  Elloc  R .D . 

15.9 

10.1 

14.7 

Holland  G oG . - rural  districts. 

• 15.1 

10.8 

26 . 8 

Holland  C .C . - urban  districts. 

16.1 

10.9 

18.6 

Holland  C .C . - all  districts. 

15.5 

10.9 

23.5 

Engl and  and  N ales. 

18.0 

t- — - - — — — r — — 

11.9 

20.7 

■■  ■ -------  - ,-rr-~-  - -* 

The  above  figures  show  that  while  this  district  has  a lower 
birth  rate  than  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales,  the  death  rate  and  Infant 
mortality  rate  continue  to  compare  favourably  wl  th  the  national  average  * 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Cases  Notified,  excluding  Tuberculosis. 

Disease . 


Cases  Notified* 


• • • 


• • • 


• o o 


• • • 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 
Diphtheria 
Pneumonia 
Dysentery 
Enteric  Fever 
Paratyphoid 
Erysipelas 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Food  Poisoning  • • . . 

Puerperal  pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  « 


• « • 


• • « 


• • 


• • • 
o • • 

• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
9 • • 


• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• o • 

• • • 
• • • 

• • • 

• • • 


• • 

• • 

• • 

• * 

• • 


• • 
• • 


• • 

• • 

• o 

• • 

• o 


5 

1 

85 

l 

6 

l 

3 

l 


Total  103 


Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Recent  Years. 


T 

1953  j 1951+ 

— _ 

1955 

1956 

• «»•  *-« •itvtMmvii 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

Scarlet  Fever 

1+6 

2 7 

12 

8 

36 

15 

18 

8 

11+ 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

96 

1+1+ 

29 

17 

10 

72 

2 

9 

2 

1 

Measles 

779 

n 

155 

8 

735 

29 

23 

127 

1+87 

85 

Erysipelas 

5 

2 

9 

k 

1+ 

2 

5 

10 

6 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

k 

2 

1 

28 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

3 

1 

- 

- 



k 



' 



1 

l 

6 
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Comments  on  Infectious  Diseases. 


Sonne  Dysentery. 

In  October,  an  outbreak  of  dysentery  affected  a number 
of  schools  In  Spalding  Urban  District.  During  November  and 
December,  this  spread 'to  schools  in  Spalding  Rural  District. 

In  1962  six  cases  of  dysentery  were  confirmed  in  East 
Elloe  - in  each  case  the  Infection  had  been  contracted  in  a 
school  outside  the  District. 

Efforts  to  stop  the  dysentery  spreading  to  schools  in 
East  Elloe  were  successful  until  February,  1963,  when  there  was 
a share  outbreak  at  Fleet  Wood  Lane  School. 

-U 

Epidemic  winter  east ro-enterit is . 

This  disease  which  is  thought  to  be  due  to  a virus,  has 
occurred  in  East  Elloe  for  some  years.  The  symptoms  of  diarrhoea 
and  vomiting  it  produces  are  usually  mild,  and  as  a rule,  an 
outbreak  of  the  disease  is  short  lived.  Unlike  dysentery  it  does 
not  linger  on  for  many  weeks. 


■che 


At  the  beginning  of  November,  a number  of  schools  in 
District  had  children  absent  because  of  diarrhoea  and/or  vomiting. 

In  Tydd  St.  Mary,  the  disease  affected  not  only  the  school  children, 
but  whole  families,  including  adults.  In  view  of  the  known  cases 
of  dysentery  in  Spalding,  Dr.  J.  Fielding  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  I decided  to  exclude  from  school  all  the  children 
who  had  symptoms,  until  a bacteriological  test  of  the  faeces  showed 
that  they  were  free  from  Infection. 


Large  numbers  of  visits 


In  £>, 
ilex 


d to  be  made,  to  arrange  for 


the  collection  of  samples  of  faeces.  The  County  Health  Visitors, 
and  District  Public  Health  Inspectors  co-operated  in  doing  these 
visits  and  deserve  considerable  praise  for  their  hard  work.  A 
total  of  3J-I-8  visits  were  made  to  collect  samples  from  156  school 
children,  58  adults,  and  11  pre-school  children,  who  had  all 
complained  of  diarrhoea  and/or  vomiting . None  of  the  samples 
contained  the  dysentery  organism,  or  any  other  intestinal  pathogen, 
and  so  it  was  assumed  that  all  these  people  had  suffered  from 
epidemic  winter  gastro-enteritis . The  children  were  allowed  to 
resume  school  attendance  without  delay. 


The  following  schools  were  involved  s-  Tydd  St.  Mary, 
Holbeach  Juniors  and  Infants,  George  Farmer,  Sutton  Bridge  Juniors 
and  Infants,  Long,  Sutton  Infants,  The  Peele  School  and  Gedney  Drove 
End . 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION . 


Between  the  1st.  January  1962  and  the  31st . December, 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  l6  children 
between  the  ages  of  5 and  111  years,  received  a primary 
immunization  course  (3  Injections  at  monthly  intervals). 

A further  5^7  children  were  given  a uboostern  or 
secondary  inject  ion . 

The  following  table  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer  shows  the  numbers  and  percentage 
of  children  at  31st.  December  1962  who  have  been  immunized 

at  any  t ime • 


District . 

Under 

1 year 

1 and 

under  5 years 

WMMin  n. 

5 to 

II4.  years 

: Trrn  jTn  ™nwi 

No . 

% 

No . 

% 

No. 

Cjf 

7° 

Boston  Borough 

132 

30.7 

831+ 

62.4 

3%8 

91+-7 

Spalding  Urban 

83 

27.1 

1+63 

l+9-o 

2023 

95-9 

Boston  Rural 

12b 

1+3.5 

733 

61.3 

3137 

92.1 

East  Elloe  Rural 

116 

2.8.1 

629 

50.9 

3155 

90.7 

Spalding  Rural 

90 

32.1 

596 

51-3 

1 

i 

293U 

95-9 

Totals  2- 

! 

547 

mi 

! 

3255 

51-9  I 

1 

f 

11+897 

91+-8 

When  considering  the  figure  ^8.1%  for  children  under  1 
(i.e.  born  in  1962)  who  had  been  immunized  in  the  year. 
It  must  be  noted  that  only  those  born  early  in  the  year  could 
ave  completed  the  course  of  injections  by  December  31st. 


year 
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TUBERCULOSIS . 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on 
the  Register  at  Jl,12*62 

Cases  removed  from  the 
Register  during  1962 


Cases  added  to  the 
Register  during  1962 

Details  of  Cases 


Pulmonary  53 

N on  -pulnona  ry  7 

Cured 

Left  district  3 

Died  1 


New  notifications 
Inward  transfer 


on  Tuberculosis  Register,  1955 


F . Total , 

38  71 

2 9 


3 

l 

1 

l 


6 

2 

1 

1 


Cases  on  Register  at  Deaths  during  year 

31st  December 


New 

Cases 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Ncn- 

pulmona  ry 

1953 

8 

62 

15 

— 

— 

19511 

12 

69 

7 

k 
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1957 
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1958 
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1959 
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83 

8 
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i960 

9 

1+ 

80 

2 

- 

1961 

77 

9 

1 

1 

1962 

2 

71 

9 

2 

«M 

Tuberculosis  has 

ceased  to 

be  a major  killing 

: disease 

with 

the  advent 

of  modern 

antibiotic 

treatment . 

The  above  table  shows  however,  that  the  number  of  cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  on  the  register  has  not  fallen  over  the 
last  ten  years.  Many  patients  who  would  in  the  past  have  died 
from  the  disease  continue  to  need  supervision  and  help.  The 
Tuberculosis  Visitors  of  the  County  Council  carry  out  this  work. 


It  is  important  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  patients  to 
take  steps  to  prevent  spread  of  the  disease,  and  Infectious  cases 
need  to  occupy  a separate  bedroom.  For  this  reason  tuberculosis 
patients  often  need  to  be  considered  for  re -housing. 


12. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


( a ) County  Council  Services, 
i . D oni cilia ry  Midw i ve  s . 

In  this  county,  over  one  third  of  babies  are  delivered 
at  hone  by  domiciliary  nidwives. 


11  • 


Health  Vis  it  in/ 


L 


The  main  function  of  a health  visitor  is  to  bring  health 
teaching  into  the  home.  She  is  particularly  concerned  with 
advising  mothers  of  young  children,  and  as  a routine,  visits  every 
home  where  a birth  has  been  notified  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  Three  health  visitors  cover  the  East  Elloe  Area. 


• e o 

1 n 


Clinic  Centres. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  Antenatal  Clinics  are  held  at 
Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge.  Vaccination  against 
smallpox  and  poliomyelitis,  and  Immunization  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus  are  available  at  these  clinics. 

iv.  School  Health  Service. 


All  pupils  are 
school  life  - at  entry. 
Any  child  found  to  have 
eye  doctor,  who  attends 
provided  by  appointment 


medically  Inspected  three  times  in  their 
at  11  years  old,  and  before  leaving  school, 
defective  vision  is  referred  to  a consultant 
at  Holbeach  Clinic.  Speech  therapy  is 
at  Holbeach  Clinic. 


also 


Is  the 


An  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  School  Health  Service 
supervision  and  school  placement  of  handicapped  pupils. 


v . Home  Help. 

The  aged  account  for  over  half  the  work  done  by  the  County 
Home  Helps,  who  carry  out  ordinary  household  work  for  patients  who 
cannot  manage  to  do  this  without  help,  e.g.  during  Illness.  This 
service  is  not  free,  but  in  many  cases  a reduced  charge  is  made, 
depending  on  income. 


v 1 . II  one  Nur  s ing . 


Over  half  the  patients  attended  by  Home 


Nur s e s 


.re  65  years 


old  or  over.  Home  nursing,  with  the  aid  of  Home  Help,  enables 
patients  to  be  nursed  at  home,  often  saving  the  cost  to  the  nation 
of  a long  stay  in  hospital. 


13. 


vii . Chiropody, 

Elderly  people,  with  stiff  joints  often  have  difficulty 
in  looking  after  their  foot.  The  County  Chiropody  Service,  which 
started  in  i960,  is  available  to  three  types  of  person  - the  aged; 
pregnant 'not hers;  and  the  physically  disabled.  Treatments  are 
undertaken  at  surgeries  and  clinics  in  Holbeach  and  Sutton  Bridge. 
Where  absolutely  necessary,  transport  is  provided,  and  in  exceptional 
cases  treatment  may  be  arranged  at  hone. 


viii.  Ambulance  Service. 


The  Holbeach  ambulance  station  is  staffed  by  5 whole-time 
driver/attendants,  and  has  a complement  of  1 ambulance,  2 utility 
ambulances,  and  1 car.  The  ambulance  was  acquired  early  in  1963, 
and  is  fitted  with  Pneuride  Air  Suspension,  and  a complete  fibre- 
glass  body.  All  the  ambulances  are  provided  with  oxygen  therapy 
apparatus  and  equipment  for  applying  mouth-to- mouth  resuscitation. 

A Minuteman  portable  mechanical  resuscitator  is  available  at  the 
anbul anc e station. 


A portable  incubator  for  transporting  small  premature 
babies  Is  stored  at  Boston  General  Hospital,  for  use  in  the  whole 
of  the  C ounty . 

(b ) Hospitals . 


Holbeach  Hospital  is  attended  by  general  practitioners, 
on  a duty  rota..  Visiting  Consultants  conduct  out-patient  clinics 
in  chest  diseases,  general  surgery,  orthopaedic  surgery,  obstetrics 
and  gynaecology,  paediatrics,  and  ear,  nose  and  throat  diseases. 
There  is  a maternity  unit. 


Under  the  Ministry  of  Health  10-year  hospital  plan,  this 
hospital  Is  scheduled  for  closure.  Ministry  policy  involves  the 
erection  of  large  District  General  Hospitals,  with  full  facilities 
for  modern  medicine,  and  such  a hospital  is  to  be  built  at  Boston. 


This  centralisation  of  up-to-date  hospital  facilities  will 
mean  that  patients  and  their  visitors  will  have  to  face  journeys  of 
up  to  20  miles  from  their  homes  in  this  District,  and  it  is 
problematical  whether  the  advantages  in  treatment  outweigh  this 
disadvantage . 


( c ) Laboratory  facilities. 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at 
Lincoln,  and  samples  of  food  and  water  have  been  despatched  there. 


Samples  of  milk  and  Ice-cream  have  also  been  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Peterborough, 


Laboratory  facilities  are  invaluable  in  the  investigation  and 
control  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  (see  page  9)  end  I v/ould  like 

to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  highly  efficient  service  maintained. 

il. 


Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 


Provision  is  made  under  Section  1|7  of  the  Rational  Assistance 
lC  ’ eor  people  who  are  in  need  of  care  and  attention, 

ana  who  are  unable  to  look  after  themselves.  It  sometimes 
nappens  that  an  old  person  is  living  under  terribly  insanitary 
conditions  or  is  gravely  ill,  and  yot  refuses  to  go  into  a 
welfare  hone  or  hospital.  In  their  own  interest" it  is  sometimes 
necessary  to  use  the  National  Assistance  Act  compulsory  powers 

to  Lia^e  such  a person  go  into  a place  where  he  can  be  looked 
arter  properly 

needless . to  say,  this  step  is  only  taken  as  a last  resort, 
ihe  - -eels ion  is  made  by  a magistrate  and  both  the  family  doctor 
and  one  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  have  to  agree  that 
removal  is  urgently  needed. 

, u , ^ 13  ljjlG  P nope  rid  on  of  the  elderly  in  the  community  is  rising, 
mils  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
V coming  1.10 iv  important.  Many  visits  are  made  to  such  people 
*n°  are  living  alone,  and  starting  to  run  into  difficulties", 
in  many  cases,  these  difficulties  can  be  ameliorated  by  making 
as®  °yy°  County  Council  home  help,  home  nursing,  chiropody 
an  welfare  services.  Many  workers,  statutory  and  voluntary, 
:r?Pnyolya.  in  tllis  hlS-ly  important  job  of  keeping  the  elderly 
111  uat’xr  ovm  llones,  and  there  is  good  co-operation  between 


pri 


was  removed 


During  the. year,  one  old  lady,  who  lived  alone 
to  a welfare  gome  on  a Court  Order.  She  was  unable  to  look 
ai uer  Herself  or  her  home,  and  had  accumulated  piles  of  paper 
and  refuse  that  constituted  a fire  risk.  Despite  the  devoted 
hc  p oxa  relative  who  lived  nearby,  and  numerous  visits  from 
one  Public ^ Health  Inspector  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  no 
permanent  improvement  could  be  effected.  Unfortunately, ho 
Home  no lp  service  was  available  in  the  village  where  she  lived, 
■is  .aerc  seemed  to  bo  no  possible  alternative,  the  Council 
authorised  application  to  the  Magistrates  Court  for  a removal 
order  which  was  granted  on  13th.  December,  1962. 

Fortunately  the  old  lady  settled  down  well  in  the  welfare 
home, ^ and  when  the  term  of  her  compulsory  detention  expired 
agreed  bo  stay  on  as  a voluntary  resident. 


15. 
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WATER  SUPPLY,, 


Prom  the  1st.  October,  1962  the  East  Elloe  Rural  Councils 
Water  Undertaking  was  transferred  to  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water 
Board  and  I an  indebted  to  Mr  .R  . J .Cameron  Stoble,  B . Sc  . , A.M.I.C.E., 
M.I.W.E.,  F.G.S#,  the  Board  !s  Engineer  and  Manager,  for  much  of  the 
f o 11  ow  ing  inf  or  ma  t i on . 


For  the  12  months  under  revievir  the  total  quantity  of 
water  distributed  in  the  area  was  288,781q,000  gallons.  Approximately 
65 % of  the  total  quantity  was  supplied  from  the  artesian  bores  at 
West  Pinchbeck  and  the  balance  from  the  Bourne  source.  The  daily 
average  for  the  12  months  was  791,000  gallons. 


The  total  quantity  of  water  distributed  in  the  area  for 
the  year  1961  was  283,1_l11,000  gallons  which  gave  a daily  average 
for  that  period  of  776,000  gallons. 

In  May,  1962  the  comprehensive  distribution  scheme  was 
completed.  This  involved  some  3lq,775  y&rds  of  3U  clia . and  Jqn  dia. 
mains  in  various  parts  of  the  district  and  brought  the  availability 
of  water,  to  practically  the  whole  of  the  rated  hereditaments  within 
the  area.  There  are  still  a number  of  domestic  properties  where 
mains  supply  is  available  but  the  advantage  thereof  Is  not  accepted. 


A further  section  of  the  trunk  main  duplication  scheme 
covering  6,100  yards  of  10?T  dia.  pipe  between  Gedney  and  Little 
Sutton  was  commenced  at  the  end  of  March,  1962  and  completed  durin 
tile  year.  The  remaining  section  Holbeach  to  Gedney,  to  complete 
this  scheme  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  It  was  expected  to  be 
In  full  operation  during  1963. 


8 


Other  small  sections  of  3?!  dia.  mains  to  serve  new  housing 
development  In  Holbeach  and  Long  Sutton  was  carried  out  during  the 
year  with  satisfactory  results. 


The  total  number  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological 
analysis  was  52  and  of  these  Ip6  were  taken  by  the  East  Elloe  Council 
and  o by  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board.  When  samples  are 
taken  from  the  newly  laid  mains  the  first  report  Is  not  always 
satisfactory.  When  this  occurs  continued  sterilization  takes  place 
and  the  mains  are  not  put  into  service  until  satisfactory  reports 
are  obtained. 


The  water  Is 


not 


liable  to 


plumb o solvency . 


C hemic  a 1 Ex ami nation. 


A sample  of  mains  water  was  sent  for  full  chemical 
examination  on  1st.  February,  1963  and  the  analyst’s  report  was  as 
follows  t- 


Certificate  of  Analysis  of  Water 


Appe  cl  ranee  when  received:  Clear 

Nature  of  Deposit:  Nil 

Colour:  Nil 

Reaction:  Faintly  alkaline  piI7«7 


Odour : 
Taste  s 


Nil 

Satisfactory 


Results  of  Chemical  Analysis  in  parts  per  million 


Ammoniacal  nitrogen 
Albuminoid  nitrogen 
Nitrate  nitrogen 
Nitrite  nitrogen 
Chlorine  as  chlorides 
Oxygen  absorbed  (I4.  hr.27°C 
Silica  as  Si02 
Sulphate  as  SO]_j_ 

Fluorine  as  F 

Analysts  opinion: - 


O.Oh, 

0.05 

Nil 

Nil 

22 

0.10 

4-75 

95 

0.30 


Hardness  as  CaC03 

Total.  300 

Carbonate  (temporary ) 
Non-carbonate  (permanent ) 
Alkalinity  as  CaC03 
Free  carbon  dioxide 
Total  solids  (at  l80°C ) 
Iron  (total) 

Metals  in  solution 


235 
65 

235 
11 
w> 

0.13 

Absent 


This  water  is  of  good  organic  quality  and  there  is  no 
chemical  evidence  of  pollution.  The  analysis  as  a whole  is  similar 
to  that  of  the  sample  analysed  in  February  i960  except  that  the 
fluorine  content  is  much  lower ; in  this  respect  the  analysis  is 
similar  to  that  of  the  sample  examined  in  November, 1957 • 


o 


The  total  hardness  is  about  21  Clark,  of  which  rather 
more  than  l6°  temporary.  The  reaction  of  the  water  is  on  the 
alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  no  serious  corrosive  action  on 
metals  is  to  be  expected.  A trace  of  iron  is  present  but  this  was 
insufficient  to  give  rise  to  any  deposit  on  standing.  In  our 
opinion  this  water  is  very  suitable  for  drinking  and  general  purposes 


Fluoride  content  of  hater 


For  more  than  thirty  years  it  has  been  known  that  the  amount 
of  fluoride  in  drinking  water  affects  dental  health.  Studies  in 
Britain  and  other  countries  have  shown  that  children  born  and  brought 
up  in  areas  where  the  water  naturally  contains  fluoride  at  a level 
of  one  part  per  million  have  less  than  half  the  dental  decay  of 
children  in  areas  where  there  is  only  a trace  of  fluoride.  There 
is  strong  evidence  that  the  benefit  of  fluoride  persists  well  into 
middle  age. 


In  this  District,  the  water  Is  relatively  deficient  in 
fluoride,  only  from  0.30  to  0.70  parts  per  million  being  present. 


18. 


The  Minister  of  Health  announced  in  Parliament  on  10th. 
December,  1962  that  he  was  ready  to  approve  under  section  28  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  19l|6,  schemes  submitted  to  him  by 
local  health  authorities  for  making  arrangements  with  water  under- 
takers for  the  addition  of  fluoride  to  water  supplies  which  are 
deficient  m it  natur  ally.  The  object  of  such  schemes  would  be  to 
bring  to  all  children  one  of  nature’s  methods  of  protecting  teeth 
against  decay. 

In  my  opinion  fluoridation  is  the  best  practicable  v/ay 
of  dealing  with  this  problem  of  dental  decay . Just  how  serious  the 
problem  is  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  every  year  in  England 
and  Wales,  some  90,000  boys  and  girls  under  20  have  to  get  false 
teeth. 


Insecticide  vaporizers  in  food  premises 

For  some  years  electric  insecticide  vaporizers  have  been 
available.  They  act  by  heating  a tablet  of  Insecticide,  usually 
,! lindane”  or  D.D.T.,  producing  a vapour  that  diffuses  throughout 
the  room.  Many  such  units  are  thermostatically  controlled. 


The  use  of  Insecticide 
fly  control  carries  some  possible 
insecticide  is  vaporized  for  the 
pick  up  an  undesirably  high  dose 
even  when  the  food  is  in  packets 
types  of  package. 


vaporizers  in  food  premises  for 
risks.  Thus  if  too  much 
size  of  the  room,  food  in  it  may 
of  Insecticide.  This  can  happen 
as  the  vapour  can  penetrate  most 


There  is  obviously  more  risk  of  contaminating  food  if 
the  manufacturers  Instructions  are  disregarded  and  the  unit  Is 
loaded  with  more  than  one  tablet,  or  switched  on  for  more  than  the 
recommended  number  of  hours  per  week.  If  the  unit  is  mounted  too 
near  a ceiling  or  overhanging  structure,  deposits  of  insecticide 
crystals  can  build  up  in  the  form  of  a white  fluff.  If  any  of  this 
should  drop  from  the  celling  on  to  open  food,  this  w ou Id  become 
dange r ous ly  c ont  aminat e d • 


Both  the  Insecticides  used  can  be  toxic  to  humans  If  a 
sufficient  dose  is  absorbed.  They  both  have  a delayed  action  on 
flies  and  It  is  quite  possible  for  flies  to  be  killed  in  a food 
shop  hours  or  days  after  the  vaporizer  was  last  used.  This  means 
there  Is  more  risk  of  dead  flies  falling  Into  food  e.g.  sausage 
mixes,  than  where  a ’’quick  knock  down”  type  of  Insecticide  is 
used. 


The  s e 


risks  have  been  known  for  some  time,  and  since  1955 

a Ministry  Committee,  the  Scientific  Subcommittee  on  Poisonous 
Substances  used  in  Agriculture  and  Food  Storage  has  studied  the 
question  and  made  recommendations  for  the  safe  use  of  these 
vaporizers  in  1963. 


19* 


A number  of  food  shops  in  this  district  are  known  to  use 


vaporizers.  In 


‘IV 


opinion,  other  methods  of  killing  flies  would 


It 


ippear  to  be  much  more  appropriate  for  food  premises  - e.g.  the 
quick  knock  down,r  pyrethrun -based  sprays,  which  are  non-toxic* 

As  night  be  expected,  however,  retailers  who  have  bought  vaporizers 
wish  to  continue  to  use  them,  so  Public  Health  Inspectors  have 
advised  them  of  the  officially  recommended  precautions  for  safe 
use*  If  these  recommendations  are  closely  followed  there  is  no 
risk  to  the  public*  This  opinion  Is  borne  out  by  the  results  of 


analyses  of  samples  of  meat  taken  in  this 
of  insecticide  were  found,  the  amount  was 
the  permitted  maximum  level. 


district.  Although  traces 
in  each  case  well  below 


20* 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC 


i-.uiii.LTII  INSPECTOR 

CN  T,.n  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE'  DISTRICT 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 


1962  was  a quiet  year  so  far  as  new  developments  were 
concerned. 


s 


cheme 


Little  happened  In  respect  of  the  proposed  main  sewerage 


no-using  progress  was  slow.  Slum  clearance  was,  in  consequence, 

uisappointmg.  Even  so,  more  dwellings  were  dealt  with  than  in 
the  previous  year. 


Further  extensions  of  the  refuse  collection  areas  were 
agreed.  Increasing  collections  however  led  to  increasing 
disposal  problems,  particularly  so  far  as  cesspool  contents  were 
concerned,  ihe  salvage  market  was  most  unsatisfactory  and,  at 

me  end  of  the  year,  there  were  large  stocks  of  baled  paper  at 
tne  Depot,  ^ ^ 


to  be 


Meat  inspection  work  again  increased  and  it  is  pleasin 
aole  to  record  lOOfo  inspection  in  the  slaughterhouses. 


45 


Owing  to  pressure  of  other  work  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  name  as  many  inspections  of  petroleum  storage  installations 
as  is  ciesiraole.  An  extensive  programme  of  testing  the  20 

year-old-and-over  installations  should  be  carried  out  but  this 
has  not  been  possible. 


The  work  of  the  Department  has  again  been  varied  ranging 
iron  caravans  to  derelict  cars,  hostels  to  hide -and-skin 

nerenants  lorries,  insect  infestation  to  insecticide  contamination 
mussells  to  manure  and  so  on.  ' ’ 


The  present  staff  however  is  not  sufficient  in  number  to 
permit  ell  the  work  and  inspections  being  carried  out  which  are 
necessary  if  the  many  and  varied  Acts  and  Regulations  are  to 
be  complied  with  within  the  district. 


_ _ I appreciate  the  ac.vice  given  by  the  Chairman  and  the 
Members  of  the  Committee  and  I pay  tribute  to  my  colleagues 
and  the  staff  of  the  Department  for  their  loyalty  and  hard 


wort 


Your  obedient  servant, 

W.B.  HUTCHINGS. 

Chief  Public  . or. 1th  Inspector. 

21. 


NUISANCES 


Complaints 


A total  of  I3I4.  conplaints  were  registered  during  the 
year  in  respect  of  the  various  natters  detailed  in  the  followixig 
list.  This  is 


ciil 


111  ere  as 


c of  P oil  the  1961  figure. 


General  housing  defects# 
Unlicenced  caravans* 


Su s p e c t e d Coy pu * 

Offence  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 
Defective , blocked  or  inadequate  draina 
G onip  1 a i nt  of  food  p r oduc  t . 
Indiscriminate  tipping. 


Smoke  nui s anc e s . 


Offensive  accumulations. 


. 


Rats  and  Mice  infestations. 

Watercourse  pollution. 

Unclean  persons  and  houses. 

Insect  Infestation. 

Nuisance  from  de-frosted  contents  of  fish  lorry. 
Nuisance  from  pig  keeping. 

Nuisance  from  chickens • 

Nuisance  from  skinning  seals. 

Litter  nuisance. 


Noise  nuisance. 


Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  and 
Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation, 


There  are  no  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the 
district.  A canning  firm  In  the  area,  however,  has  taken  over  two 
large  houses  for  the  purpose  of  providing  hostel  accommodation  for 
its  foreign  staff.  Close  co-operation  between  the  management 
and  your  officers  has  resulted  in  satisfactory  arrangements  being 
made • A standard  of  60  sq.  ft.  per  person  has  been  obtained  in 
bedrooms  and  adequate  sanitary  accommodation,  cooking  facilities, 
wash-hand  basins,  laundry  facilities,  and  rest  rooms  have  been 
provided.  In  order  to  conserve  water  and  reduce  the  load  on  the 
disposal  system,  showers  have  replaced  the  traditional  bath.  A 
necessary  requisite  in  hostels  of  this  nature  housing  female  labour 
has  been  the  installation  of  gas  Incinerators. 


Offensive  Trades 


There  are  no  offensive  trades,  as  defined  by  the  Public 
Health  Act,  being  carried  on  In  the  district.  Consternation  was 
caused  during  the  year  when  It  was  brought  to  the  Department Ts 
notice  that  seals,  shot  in  the  Wash,  were  being  brought  back  Into 
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the  district  for  skinning 
season  for  the  operation, 
to  a close.  At  the  tine 
existed. 


• At  the  tine  of  the  complaint  the 
which  lasts  for  one  month,  was  drawing 
of  investigation  no  public  health  nuisance 


Litter 


Large  D-shaped  galvanised  wire  bins  have  been  provided 
throughout  the  district  and  these  are  emptied  weekly.  The  Holland 
County  Council  provided  large  bins  at  lay-byes  along  the  A 17  and, 
in  addition  many  shop-keepers  provided  receptacles  outside  their 
premises . 

Although  the  market  area  at  Ho lb each  was  cleaned  every 
Saturday  evening  after  trading  had  finished,  this  did  not  deal 
with  the  litter  in  nearby  streets  and  areas.  Litter  was,  however, 
not  a serious  problem  but  the  occasional  car  body  which  was 
found  may  be  a portent  for  the  future.  The  time  may  come  when 
it  will  be  necessary  for  sites  to  be  provided  for  such  objects 
and,  as  pits  become  scarcer,  it  may  be  necessary  to  provide  sites 
for  the  disposal  of  farming  wastes.  The  Council1 s policy  of 
helping  house-holders  over  the  disposal  of  old  furniture  and 
bedding  no  doubt  helped  to  reduce  the  litter  problem  genera  iiy. 

River  Pollution 


Serious 
This  will  not 


pollution  of  certain  dykes  and  drains  continued* 
be  reduced  until  main  sewerage  schemes  are  provided. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Main  Sewerage 

The  Holbeach  revised  Main  Sewerage  Scheme  was  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  following  an 
Investigation  in  1961. 

Preliminary  arrangements  were  made  for  the  sinking  of 
trial  bore-holes  in  the  Holbeach  area. 

Sewage  Disposal  Plants 

Sewagedisposal  plants  have  been  provided  at  practically 
all  the  post-war  housing  estates  and  at  a number  of  County  Council 
premises.  These  plants,  31  in  all  (3lp  Ejector  Stations)  are 
serviced  by  the  staff  of  the  Department. 

Pub  lie  C on ve n i e 11c  e s 


Male  and  female  public  conveniences  have  been  provided  at 
Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge. 
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Portable  sanitary  conveniences  are 
occasions  as  Tulip  Tine.  These  conveniences 
organisations  holding  sports,  fetes  or  other 


available  for  such 
are  available  for 
outdoor  events* 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


include  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  sanitary 
md  disposal,  cesspool  and  vault  emptying  and 


Staff 

Duties 

pail  collection  and  disposal,  cesspool  and  vault  emptying  

disposal,  salvage  collection  and  disposal,  sewage  plant  maintenance, 
destruction  of  rats  and  nice  and  insect  pests  etc.  One  of  the  men 
also  carries  out  clearing-up  work  after  the  Saturday  Market  at 
Holbeach*  The  establishment  of  22  men  was  not  complete  at  all  times 
of  the  year* 


Trans  port 


o 


nd  Haulage 


Vehicles  in  use  includes 


For  Refuse  One  S & D 10  cu.  yd.  Side  Loader. 

and  Salvage  One  SAD  2lpcu.  yd*  Moving  Floor  Rear  Loader* 

Collection*  Three  S oc  D l6/l8  cu.  yd.  Fore-and-Aft  Rear  Loaders* 

(One  of  these  is  fitted  with  a compression  plate)* 
Five  Salvage  Trailers. 


For  Cesspool 
Emptying . 


Four  SAD  1,100  gallon  Cesspool  Emptiers. 
(Three  fitted  with  pail  emptying  attachments). 
(T  w o w i th  fully  ope ning  rear  doors)* 


For  Refuse 
Disposal . 


One  M A F 1!35,?  Industrial  Tractor. 

This  is  provided  with  shovel,  fork  and  bull -dozer 
blade . 

One  3 ton  hydraulic  tipping  trailer  for  use  with 
tractor • 


For  Sewage  One  10  h.p.  Standard  Van. 
Plant 

Maintenance  • 


two 

600 


The  tractor,  three  of  the 
of  the  cesspool  emptiers  are  eq 
gallon  elevated  diesel  tank  is 


refuse  collection  vehicles  and 
uipped  with  diesel  engines.  A 
provided  at  the  Holbeach  Depot* 


The 

and  tank  at  a 
pump  and  tank 


vehicles  with  petrol  engines  obtain  fuel 
local  garage.  Payment  is  made  for  the 
and  service  of  the  attendant. 


i.  1 O-ui  < 

of 


hire 


l JJU-LljJ 

the 


Present  garage  accommodation  cannot  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory  and  provision  of  0.  new  garage  with  appropriate 
equipment  would  be  a big  step  forward. 


Refuse  Collection 


The  majority  of  the  premises  in  the  area  are  given  a 
weekly  kerbside  refuse  collection.  Further  extensions  were 
agreed  and  those  carried  out  during  the  year  included  parts  of 
North  Road  and  Luttongate  at  Gedney  Hill,  Friestfield  Drove  at 
Gedney,  and  properties  at  Holbeach  Hum. 


Consideration  was  given  by  the  Committee  to  the  collection 
of  dust  -bens  from  the  rear  of  properties  thus  saving  the  house- 
holder the  rask  of  carrying  the  dust-bin  to  the  kerbside.  To 
thrs  end  house -holders  were  circularised  and  asked  if  they  would 
be  prepared  to  pay  an  extra  charge  for  having  the  dust -bins 
collected  iron  the  rear  of  their  premises.  Of  some  200  replies 
only ^ab out  half  were  in  favour.  In  consequence,  the  Committee 
decided  to  take  no  further  action  in  the  matter. 


One  of  the  consequences  of  a kerbside  collection  is  that 
refuse  containers  stand  at  the  kerbside  for  long  periods.  This, 
in  itself,  is  not  satisfactory  but,  when  the  containers  are 
without  covers,  the  position  is  much  worse.  It  is  hoped  that 
in.  the  not  too  far  distant  future  all  premises  will  have  to  be 
provided  with  a satisfactory  covered  dust -bin. 


Trouble  was  experienced  owing  to  persons  using  dust -bins 
for  the ^ disposal  of  metasystox  containers.  These  always  seem 
to  retain  some  of  the  chemical  which  is  an  org an o— phosphorous 
compound  and  has  a most  objectionable  odour.  It  is  one  of  the 
chemicals  specified  in  the  Agriculture  (Poisonous  Substances) 
Regulations.  The  body  of  the  refuse  vehicle  becomes  filled 
with  most  offensive  fumes  which  are  inhaled  by  the  refuse 
collectors  whenever  they  come  to  the  back  of  the  vehicle  to 
empty  a dust -bin. 


Refuse  Disposal 


Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping, 
has  been  no  lack  of  sites  those  available  are  not 
to  the  collection  areas. 

Amongst  the  tips  in  use  were  those  at  Tydd, 
Long  Sutton,  Fleet  and  Sutton  St.  Edmund. 

Salvage  Coll e ctlon  and  Disposal 


Whilst  there 
always  near 


Holbeach  Drove 


Domestic  salvage  is  collected  at  the  same  tine  as  domestic 
refuse.  Trailers  are  attached  to  the  refuse  vehicles  so  that 
the  salvage,  principally  paper  and  cardboard,  is  kept  separate 
from  the  refuse.  Special  collections  were  made  each  week  from 
business  premises  in  the  urban  areas. 
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Whilst  collections  of  paper  and  cardboard  were  maintained, 
sales  were  not,  and  very  considerable  quantities  of  baled  paper 


and  cardboard  were  in  stock,  at  the  end  of  the  year# 
reductions  completed  a disappointing  salvage  year* 


Price 


A total  of  253  tons  10  cwts.  2 qtrs.  of  paper  and 
cardboard  to  the  value  of  £1  ^ Y 5 8 - lit  s 3 d.  ♦ were  sold.  Other  materials 
disposed  of  included  cartons,  sacking,  rags  and  ferrous  and  non- 
ferrous  metals.  These  brought  the  total  value  of  the  year!s 
sales  up  to  £1, 895  ° 6 2 7^-* 

Total  value  of  salvage  sold  since  the  scheme  began  in 
191+0  is  £36,515* 

Cesspool  and  Vault  Emptying  and  Disposal 


This  work  is  carried  out  with  suction-type  emptier s* 

Four  1,100  gallon  emptiers  are  in  use.  A total  of  8,980  cesspool- 
units  were  dealt  with  - an  increase  of  about  I \%  on  1961.  Again 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cesspools  emptied  and  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  vaults  compared  with  previous  years. 


The  present  scheme  provides  that  no  charge  is  made  for 
vault  emptying  or  for  cesspool  emptying,  provided  that  service 
is  not  required  more  frequently  than  every  twelve  months. 

The  cesspool  emptiers  are  also  used  for  sludge  removal 
from  sewage  plants,  the  emptying  of  street  drain  catchpits,  rain 
water  cisterns  and  so  on.  Charges  are  made  for  certain  of  the 
work.  These  amounted  to  £1, 989 *9  slid,  an  increase  of  over  22% 
on  the  figure  for  1961. 


Disposal  problems  are  increasing.  It  is  estimated  that 
in  1962  between  three  and  a half  and  four  million  gallons  of 
cesspool  and  vault  contents  were  disposed  of  by  deposit  on  arable 
and  grass  land,  on d in  trenches  and  lagoons.  The  public  health 
problems  that  are  posed  by  these  disposal  methods  are  obvious. 

Sanitary  Pail  Collection  and  Disposal 

Collections  are  made  on  five  evenings  each  week  in  the 
urban  areas  of  Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge.  Use  is 
made  of  a cesspool  emptier  with  po.il  emptying  attachment* 

Disposal  is  by  composting  with  straw, 
to  farmyard  manure  in  appearance  and  is 


similar 


The  product  is 
used  on  the  land. 


HOUSING 


Provision  of  new  dwellings 

18  @ld  Peoples  Bungalows  were  under-  course  of  construction 
at  Button  and  Vi/haplode  St.  Catherines* 

The  number  of  Council-owned  dwellings  at  1st.  June,  1962 


was  ; - 


(a ) 


Permanent  hou se  s 2 


(b)  Temporary  bungalows 


Total  2 


Erected  prior  to  191-1-5 • 869 

Completed  since  19)4.5  • 903 

Under  erection.  l8 

Aluminium  type  at  I-Iolbeach 
and  Sut t on . B r i dg  e . 69 

1859  dwellings. 


The  number  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  1962  was 
as  follows s- 


(a)  by  the  Council 


2 bungalows,  no  houses 


(b)  By  private  enterprise  54  bungalows,  10  houses,  2 flats* 


m -5-  a n 

I UuaJ. 


68  dwellings 


c 0 • 


was  t- 


The  number  of  new  dwellings  under  construction  at  31*12*62 


(a)  By  the  Council 


22  bungalows . 


(b  ) By  private  enterprise  20  houses,  3I1  bungalows. 


Total 2 


Application  for  Council  Ilou ses 


76  dwellings* 


Housing  applications  have  decreased  from  6]g0  In  1961  to 
5I4.O  in  1962* 


Overcrowding 


i\!  o c a 


Q O O 
o kj 


of  overcrowding  were  found  In  the  year. 


Disrepair  of  Private  Dwellings 


19  houses  were  repaired  during  the  year  without  recourse 
to  statutory  action.  Two  statutory  notices  were  served  and 
complied  with. 
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Certificates  of  Disrepair 

One  certificate  cf  disrepair  was  issued  during  the  year* 


Inp rovene  nt  C- rant  s 


Progress  continues  in 
with  the  aid  of  both  standard  a 
visits  are  carried  out  with  the 


. the  improving  of  older  property 
nd  discretionary  grants.  Joint 
C ounc i 1 ? s Archi t e c t * 


A total  of  76  grants  were  approved  in  the  year  - 73- 
Standard  and  5 Discretionary, 

M o ve  ab 1 e Dw e 1 1 i ng  s 

There  are  "JZ  caravans  on  the  50  licensed  sites,  I4.5  of 
the  sites  are  occupied  by  one  caravan  only. 


Slum  Clearance 


A total  of  75  unfit 
as  compared  with  Ll6  in  1961. 
Hut  Temporary  Dwellings  which 
bungalows  to  be  erected. 


houses  were  dealt  with  in  the  year 
This  total  includes  the  Z6  PTissen 
have  now  been  cleared  for  Council 


Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  clearance  orders? 


Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  demolition  orders? 


Houses  demolished,  after  official  undertakings 


(a ) 

Houses 

(b) 

Houses 

(c) 

Houses 

(d) 

Houses 

(e ) 

Local 

(f ) 

Houses 

(g) 

Houses 

(h) 

Houses 

(i) 

Houses 

louses  demolished  after  informal  action  with  owner 


Local  Authority  unfit  houses  demolished 


Houses  closed  as  a result  of  closing  order 


Houses  closed  as  a result  of  official  undertaking 


Houses  closed  after  informal  action  with  owners 


Houses  demolished  by  II.C.C.  for  road  widening 


6 

8 

3 

23 

26 

5 

1 

1 

2 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD 


Slaughterhouse s 


Five  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  by  the  Council  and 


every  effort  has  been  made  to  Maintain  a 
1 Ine  s s and  hyg I one • 


high  standard  of  clean- 


Meat  ms  pe  c t- 1 on 

100%  neat  inspection  was 
Good  co-operation  between  the 
was  maintained* 


again  achieved  during  the  year# 
local  butchers  and  your  officers 


A total  of  8,817  animals  were  Inspected  as  against  7*772 
in  1961,  an  increase  of  13* 5%# 

A total  of  76  11  casualty”  animals  were  Inspected  and  38 
tuberculosis  reactors  were  inspected  and  reported  on  to  the 
Divisional  Veterinary  Officer. 


The  amount  of  neat  condemned  and  the  incidence  of 
Cysticercus  bovis  during  the  past  seven  years  within  East  Elloe 
Rural  District  has  been  as  follows s- 


i 1 

1 Year 

; 



Affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

| Affected  with 
| other  diseases 



Total  weight 
c ondenned 

~ — “*> 

Adult  Cattle  j 
affected  v/Ith  j 
C vstlcercosis  | 

v i 

i 

\ 

1956 

_ — 

2 ton.  l8  cwt. 

Ip  ton.  lip  cwt. 

7 ton.  12  cwt. 

1 

1.63/0  j 

-^.vnrr-rr  -rrrrrr . unm  — — - . i i ji  n r 4 

1957 

2 " 13  " 

8 " 5 " 

10  " 18  ” 

1.9  % j 

1958 

2 " 5 " 

8 » 9 " 

10  " lk  " 

2.2  / | 

1959 

2 " 2 " 

7 ri  6 » 

9 » 8 " 

j 

1.1+  % | 

— T r--  - — --  -ir f } 

| I960 

12  " 

7 " ll  " 

8 » 3 " 

1.0  % j 

, , - . . , . . J 

! 1961 

9 " 

5 " 15  " 

6 " I4.  '' 

1.0  % | 

! 1962 

i 

8 " 

j 

5 " 2 " 

| 

5 " 10  " 

0.2  % j 

1 

»» 

1 
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Meat  inspection  figures  for  19&2  are  given  in  the  table 

below : - 


Cattle 


Class  of  an ina 1 


| excluding 
! C ows 


Number  killed. 
Numb  e r inspected. 


ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSI 


Whole  carcases  condemned. j 
Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  ca  r cases 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis. 


TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY". 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned . 

Percentage  of  carcases 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 


CYSTICERCOSIS . 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  vms 
condemned. 

Carcases  submitted  for 
treatment  by 
refrigeration. 
Generalised  and  tota  liy 
condemned . 


1538 

1538 


2 


202 


13.3% 


i , i Sheep  & J 

j Cows  | Calves  j Lambs  | Pigs 


100  i 
100  i 


5021 

5021 


12%  ! 1 

S J 

T 


0.66%  3.25% 


i 
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Hygiene  of  Food  Premises 


food 


Owing  to  various  other  duties  the  regular  visiting  of 
establishments  has  inevitably  suffered* 


An  interesting  problem  arose  during  the  year.  A butcher 
complained  of  feeling  ill  whilst  working  in  his  shop.  A thermal 
wall  vaporiser  was  seen  to  be  situated  within  three  feet  of  him. 
This  was  in  continuous  use  emitting;  gamma -B • II. C.  gas  into  the 
air  to  kill  flies  and  other  insects.  Enquiries  and  investigations 
which  are  still  proceeding,  were  made  to  see  if  the  vaporiser 
was  the  cause  of  his  illness  and  to  ascertain  its  effect  on  food. 
Whilst  use  of  vaporisers  in  accordance  with  the  makers  instruct- 
ions is  probably  safe,  difficulties  in  providing  that  this  is 
done  suggest  that  they  are  best  not  used  in  food  shops  and  similar 
premises • 


The  table  below  gives  a list  of  food  premises  in  the 
district . 


Bakery  and  confectionery 
Butchery  premises 
Canning  and  bottling 

Canteens  (School,  works  and  hospitals) 

Catering  premises 

Dairy  and  ice-cream  manufacture 

Pried  fish  and  chip  saloons 

Fruit  and  greengrocery 

Grocery  and  provisions  premises 

Small  general  stores 

Licenced  premises 

Sweet  and  confectionery  shops 


Twenty-two  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausage  and  preserved  meats. 

County  Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 

Mr.  R.  Fidling,  the  County  Health  Inspector  is  also  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Sampling  Officer,  and  I am  Indebted  to  him  for 
this  report,  which  refers  to  work  carried  out  over  the  whole  of 
the  County  of  Holland. 


FOOD 


During  the  year  3 Olg  samples  of  food  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  examination,  and  in  addition  123  samples  of 
milk  were  examined  by  County  Health  Department  staff. 

The  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  reported  by  the  Analyst 
continues  to  decline,  i.e.  of  all  samples  submitted  1.3%  showed 
some  Irregularity  compared  with  2.%  last  year  and  5*8%  in  the 
previous  year. 
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The  19I4.  fomal  and  110  informal  sa 
Analyst  covered  a very  wide  range,  including 
beer,  mineral  waters  and  spirits,  as  well  as 


mples  submitted  to  the 
raw  fruits,  sweets, 

mo  s t c oi'xi  on  foods. 


Complaints 


Mine  erne  at 


A customer  found  what  appeared  to  be  four  teeth  from  a 
human  artificial  denture . The  objects  had  a remarkable  resemblance 
to  teeth,  but  turned  out  to  be  fractured  portions  of  stone  from 
a small  variety  of  date  used  in  the  manufacture  of  mincemeat. 

At  the  time  other  complaints  arose  from  customers  who 
thought  they  had  found  teeth  in  their  mincemeat. 

The  firm  was  contacted  and  a representative  made  a visit 
to  the  County  Health  Inspectors  Office  and  then  withdrew  the  stocks 
of  this  commodity  held  by  traders.  The  firm  investigated  their 
processing  arrangements  and  were  devising  a machine  to  exclude 
any  further  fractured  date  stones  getting  into  the  finished  article 


Toffees 


Some  toffees  were  alleged  to  have  caused  sickness 
immediately  after  two  had  been  eaten. 

The  Analyst  was  unable  to  find  any  chemical  substance 
present  capable  of  causing  sickness,  but  was  of  opinion  the 
particularly  strong  flavour  present  could  have  had  an  adverse 
psychological  effect  on  a sensitive  palate. 

Tinned  Salmon 

A customer  found  what  appeared  to  be  glass  particles  in 
a can  of  salmon. 


This  particular  type  of  complaint  crops  up  at  rare 
Intervals • By  means  of  a simple  chemical  test  carried  out  in  the 
office  it  was  possible  to  prove  the  particles  were  not  glass  as 
the  customer ^ thought , but  were  crystals  of  ammonium  or  magnesium 
phosphate  which  sometimes  form  during  the  cooling  process  of  the 
canned  product.  The  crystals  are  completely  Innocuous. 


Prosecutions  for  Food  and  Drugs  Offences 

1*  Cream  Sponge 

^le  Analyst  reported  that  at  least  98%  of  the  so  called 
Cream"  was  not  derived  from  milk. 

Pined  £10  with  total  costs  of  £9. 11s. 
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The  defendant  company  endeavoured  to  cross  summons  an 
employee  as  being  responsible  for  the  offence,  but  the  Court 
rejected  this  action* 

2*  Cream  Filling 

The  Analyst  reported  the  whole  of  this  commodity  consisted 
of  imitation  cream* 

Pined  £5  with  costs  of  £3*  5s* 


MILK 


Composition 

The  general  standard  of  compositional  quality  of  milk 
retailed  In  this  area  remains  good*  120  samples  of  ordinary  milk 
and  17  samples  of  ^Channel  Island”  milk  were  found-  to  conform  to 
legal  standards  of  Milk  Fat,  and  Solids -Not -Fat  percentages* 

In  the  country  as  a whole  there  has  been  much  less  deliberate 
adulteration  of  milk  supplies  during  the  last  few  years. 

Only  one  milk  sample  was  reported  by  the  Analyst  as  being 
considered  to  be  adulterated.  This  was  an  informal  ex -farm 
sample  and  showed  2%  Milk  Fat  deficiency  and  extraneous  water. 

Unfortunately  the  milk  was  sour  on  arrival  and  the  Analyst  was 
therefore  unable  to  prove  conclusively  that  water  had  been  added* 

The  milk  was  resampled  and  found  to  be  of  satisfactory 
standard* 


Two  other  milk  samples  which  had  a satisfactory  milk  fat 
content  but  showed  a low  Solids-not-Fat  content  were  found  to  be 
genuine  milks  as  given  by  the  cows  although  of  low  quality. 
Appeal  to  the  Cow  Samples  wore  obtained  and  checked  and  these 
confirmed  that  the  cows  were  giving  low  quality  milk. 

As  the  producer  was  leaving  the  district  the  herd  was  sold 
soon  afterwards* 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  i960. 


Two  Milk  Pasteurising  premises  and  ijql  Milk  Dealers  are 
licenced  by  the  County  Council. 

The  County  Health  Inspector  makes  supervisory  visits  to 
premises  and  also  submits  samples  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Lincoln,  for  tests  to  be  carried  out  to  check  the  adequacy  of 
Heat  Treatment  and  keeping  quality  of  the  milk  retailed. 
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The  following  samples  were  submit tod 


REASON  FOR  FAILURE ; - 


Type  of  Sample 

No*  of 
Samples 

Samples 

Failing 

Keeping 

Quality 

Heat 

Treatment 

Pasteurised 

2]+3 

2 

2 

1 

Pasteurised 

TT 

171 

2 

2 

1 

Sterilised 

39 

o«* 

Raw 

TT 

53 

1 

1 

Totals 

506 

5 

5 

0 1 

2 

1 

| 

Causes  of  failure  are  investigated  and  regular  visits 
are  made  to  the  Milk  Pasteurising  Depots  where  inspections  are  made 
of  the  processing  plants,  heat  recorders  and  thermometers. 

Attention  is  also  paid  to  the  efficiency  of  mechanical  washing 
plants,  cleanliness  of  bottles  and  churns* 

Biological  Milk  Sampling 


12  Samples  of  raw  milk  being  retailed  were  submitted  for 
biological  testing.  All  were  negative  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  and 
Brucella  Abortus* 


DISINFESTATION 


Rodent  Control 


The  !,war"  on  rats  continued  all  the  year  round  by  the 
Council1 s Rodent  Operator,  Drainage  Board  Operators,  Keepers, 
Farmers  and  members  of  the  public.  But  for  thism  many  farms  and 
houses  would  be  over-run*  This  effort  by  all  must  be  kept  up  all 
the  time,  neglect  can  lead  to  serious  damage  to  food  and  property* 


Details  of  total  work  undertaken  Is  shown  in  the 
following  table.  Inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
have  also  been  Included. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  19U.9* 


* 

{ 

j 

Type  of 

Property 

Non-Agricult ural 

H 

■ i 
: 

< 

a) 

L.A . 

- — 

(2) 

Houses 

(3) 

Others 

i a) 

• 

Total 

: 

(5) 

Agricultural 

V — - 

Number  of  properties 
in  district. 

— TJ...  . „ 

65 

1 — - • 

t 

7170 

1280 

8515 

1700 

Total  inspected  after 
notification. 

26 

k 

30 

13 

Numb e r Infested  by 

C omnon  Rat . Ma  j or 

- 

3 

Minor 

22 

3 

25 

10 

House  Mouse.  Minor 

* 

1 

5 

- 

Total  Inspected 
during  survey. 

16 

! 

; 

285 

8 

309 

67 

Number  inf e st ed  by 

C omnon  Rat . Ma  j or 

r 

' 

6 

6 

1+2 

Minor 

9 

280 

6 

295 

21+ 

House  Mouse.  Minor 

! 1 

5 

2 

8 | 

1 

Numb er  of  infested 
properties  treated  by 
Local  Authority. 

j vx 

16 

; 

311 

12 

339 

80 

, 

Insect  Control 


The  Council1 s refuse  tips  are  regularly  sprayed  during  the 
warmer  months  to  keep  down  flies,  crickets  etc. 

Advice  was  given  to  the  public  in  respect  of  many  ant 
infestations  during  the  year. 

Storage  of  Petroleum 

A total  of  208  installations  were  licensed  by  the  Council. 
[}_  installations  were  converted  to  diesel  oil  storage. 

2 disused  tanks  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1961. 
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PAG T OR IE S , WORK P LACES, 


IT"1 


General  Health  Provisions  at  Factories 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  inspection  of 
factory  premises  during  1962.  There  were  no  prosecutions* 


Factories  Act  1957  and  19I4.8, 


No*  on  No*  of 
Register  Inspections 


Written  Occupiers 
N o t i c e s Prosecuted 


Factories  without  power.  3 2 

Factories  with  power.  102  3^ 

Works  of  building 
operations* 


2 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  founds- 


Found. 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspe  ctor 

Referred 
by  PI.M* 
Ins pec tor 

Want  of  cleanliness 



mm 

. 

Overcrowding 

— 

mm 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

•m 

mm 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

rnm 

— 

mm 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences 

mm 

- 

- 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

mm 

mm 

(b)  Unsuitable  defective 

1 

1 

mm 

mm 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

mm 

mm 

Other  offences 

- 

2 

mm 

2 

1 outworker  is  employed  in  making  hair  pins. 
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